We decided on Knights and Castles since he loved to play make believe and play with his Fisher Price Castle. Then I took ideas from a parenting magazine that I had been saving for a year or so that had the best ideas for that same theme and I planned the party from that article and also from ideas I found on the internet and from books at the library (excellent ideas from both). 
I shopped at dollar stores and found theme appropriate goodies for the treat bags which included bubbled swords, crowns, chocolate money, knight stickers, fisher price castle colouring book and crayons, plus other items I don't recall (it was three years ago). I made shields and swords out of cardboard and then made a castle out of boxes. The pattern to do this was in the magazine and included two towers that the kids could play in and a draw bridge door. For the remainder of the castle, I had approximately 20 paper boxes and I made available for the kids to make the walls of the castle (this kept them busy forever). I made a dragon head out of a box and we played what time is it Mr. Dragon (what time is it Mr. Fox) and this was also a big hit. I wrapped a potato in foil and decorated it with glitter and played hot jewel...whomever was caught with the jewel when the music stopped were sent to the castle dungeon. The meal wasn't anything festive, but I've since found plenty of wonderful ideas in books to have a royal feast, but most kids (or from my experiences with my son's parties seem to like hotdogs or pizza). The party was outdoors even though I decorated inside as well with hanging stars and shields, plenty of balloons and streamers. The best ending was a treasure hunt. Since the guests were 4 or just turning 5 and reading was at a minimum, I gave each guest a cut-out of a shield (different colours and different patterns) on the front of each shield. The guests were instructed to hunt for treasure by looking for the loot bag and matching the shield in their hand with the shield that was on the loot bag and if they found a loot bag that didn't match their colour or design, not to take it but to continue looking for their own. 
A treasure hunt party is very popular with all kids. The idea is to create your own treasure, which could be old jewelry, gold coin candy, and toy presents that you hide all over the house or the backyard. Or you can create a treasure chest out of a cardboard box with a map where X marks the spot! Parents and kids can dress up like pirates with eye patches and you can have games such as walking the plank or the children can go play with plastic swords.
Little children love castles. A great idea for a party theme is a medieval knights and castle party. You will need to create a play castle, which can be done with a lot of card board boxes, some old furniture, or an outdoor tree house or swing set. You can make shields and buy plastic toy swords for all the little knights. A big hit is always the fake draw bridge door (which you can build with a board and two milk cartons), which allows the kids to get across the imaginary moat to the castle. One of the parents or an older sibling can pretend to be the dragon. You can play games where the losing team can be sent to a castle dungeon. The cake should have a castle or knight decorated on it. 

ROYAL KNIGHTS PARTY INVITATIONS
Order matching personalized invitations, or make your own with royal 
blue and red card stock paper. Cut a coat of arms shaped card and 
use a yellow or gold gel pen to write your message. 
"Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 
 Your presence is requested for games and feasting 
 to celebrate Sir name's birthday!

KNIGHTS IN SHINING ARMOR PARTY DECORATIONS
The royal colors of choice are red, blue and yellow.
Cover the table with your table cloth. Lay streamers down the center. 
Cut and curl several one-to-two foot-long pieces of curling ribbon. 
Lay the resulting curls on your table for added color. Sprinkle sequins or gold stars on the top of the table. Red plates, cups etc. Place balloons anywhere that strikes your fancy. The more the better!

The Party Begins ...
Announce the guests upon arrival and present them with a crown or tunic. Simple tunics can be made from inexpensive pillow cases. Cut holes for 
the neck and arms. Then cut slits up the sides. Tie at the waist with a 
gold rope. Crafty parents can paint crests on each one with fabric paint, 
or dye crayons.

Royal Knight Games and Activities
Several ideas are a natural for this popular theme. 
We've provide enough for you to choose one or two.

The Knights Challenge Game
To become a knight your players will need to accomplish tasks both individually and as a group. This  challenge can include enough games 
to provide entertainment for the entire party time. Suggested games 
of skill can be.... 3-legged walk, sack races, obstacle course, 
wheel barrow race, games of skill can also include challenges like 
throwing a bean bag into a  coffee can or other tossing games. 
When the games are over, each child will receive a crown or a child-safe foam/cardboard sword and be "knighted" by the birthday child.

A True Knights Tournament
inflatable swords
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These  make it easy to stage play battles . . . 
and save on the bumps and bruises!

Find the King's Treasure
Hide gold covered chocolate coins. Explain to the guests that The Royal Treasure has been scattered through out the land. They must retrieve the coins and place them back into the treasure chest, which is an aluminum foil covered shoe box. After all of the coins are collected they can be dividing up evenly. 

Traditional Party Games with a Royal Twist
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Pin the flame on the Dragon 
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Simon Says...The Queen/King Says
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Mother may I ?...King may I ?
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Red Rover...
Write Royal titles onto 3x5 cards King, queen, knight, jester and so one. Add yarn for the children to wear around their necks. At game time, every player selects a card. When Red Rover is played say "Red Rover , Red Rover send your Knight on over…the knight runs to the other team.

Make Coat of Arms
Use craft foam, stick on sequins, glitter glue etc...
to make royal coat of arms. Before the party cut 
the  coat of arms shape from craft foam - one per child. Then provide stick on jewels, pre-cut shapes of color foam, craft glue, markers, glitter glue, and other ornamentation for decorating.

Royal Picture Frame
(An instant camera is needed)
Pre cut or purchase cardboard picture frames. 
Decorate with stickers, ribbons or jewels.

TREATS FOR THE KINGDOM

Castle Cakes
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We've shown two styles of castle cakes that we made. 
The first cake uses a round cake (sheet cake would also work) frosted ice-cream cones for trees and aluminum covered cardboard for the castle. We added a toy knight, fruit leather draw bridge and a frosted cake plate for the moat. 
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This cake is all edible (except for the knight), but can take more time to make. The castle is a combination of frozen pound cakes (towers), rectangle and square sheet cakes. Cut the square edges off of the pound cakes to make round towers - stand them upright and attach to your cake tray with frosting and cover with frosting. Then stack the square cake on the rectangle cake and place up against the towers. Frost the entire cake. The tops of the towers were made with frosted sugar cones sprinkled with colored sugar. Place on top of the towers and surround with sugar cubes. Add Trident gum for windows, and shields cut with fruit leather and decorator frosting. The tower flags are also made with fruit leather and attached with toothpicks. Add the toy knights last.

Extra-special Soda 
Create a drink that's almost as much fun to look at as it is to drink. Freeze red fruit punch in a star shaped ice tray. Serve two or three of these red "ice stars" in a glass of clear or lightly colored soda. 

FAVORS
Treat the knights and fair maidens at your party to 
favors fit for a king: glitter balls, toy dragons, stickers.
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Invitations:Hear ye! Hear ye!  Noble Knights and Ladies Fair are invited for feasting and festivities  to honor the fourth season of his noble birth, Sir Benjamin on Saturday, the 28th day of January  from 11am to 2 pm, at Sir Benjamin Castle at (address). Ladies, wear your gowns; Knights, wear your armor; Wizards & Sorceresses, wear your cloaks...and prepare to meet a dragon!  Kindly R.S.V.P. to Lady Aurora (me!), by the 21st of January to proclaim yea or nay. Material List:  It looks like a lot, but most of it is already inside your house! Print invitation on white copy paper (we also dyed ours in a mixture of coffee, tea, and yellow food coloring dye), then quick dry in a low-temp oven, burned the edges with a flame, rolled and twine-string shut with cut twine for handmade invitations. (Whew!) Streamers: purple, red, and gold (or yellow) Gold paper plates (ok, you probably need to buy these), and utensils Gold goblets and fake craft-store type jewels (and these you buy, too!) A boatload of thick cardboard boxes (check at places that sell refrigerators, stoves, copiers, or anything else really BIG) Razors and duct tape (for castle construction) Spray paint (if desired, for the castle) Big rectangular sponge (like the kind you wash your car with) and acrylic paints (black and white to make different shades of gray) for bricks on the castle Rope for a working drawbridge (any string will do nicely, especially if you braid it to make it thicker) Chain for dungeon (anything you have around the house or make paper chains from dark construction paper) Dragon pinata (you can creatively make this out of brown paper bags if you have to just stuff and draw, or attach several at different places for arms, lets, tail Prizes for pinata (gold wrapped chocolates like kisses, eggs, coins) Brown paper lunch bags for holding treasure from pinata, tied with twine Colored paper (red, gold, and purple) cut diagonally into triangles and taped to balloon sticks (or dowels, or skewers) and posted all over the house entrance and all over the castle Poster-board for making crowns Foil to cover the crowns Yards of tulle (pink, white it so cheap, get a few!) Metallic sparkly pipe cleaners for making simpler crowns to tie tulle on to Optional:  pink party hats for making princess crowns (attach tulle to the tip) Black party hats for wizard hats (you can attach star stickers, too!) Balloon sticks (plastic, white, stiff tubing about 3 feet long, very cheap at craft stores) Cardboard for shields for the knights Cardboard stars (gold or silver) from office supply store in the teacher section Optional, but nice:   opretty ribbons (attach to the ends of the balloon sticks with hot glue and cover with the foil stars wands for princesses and wizards) oglitter (for sprinkling in the princesses hair when the dragon sneezes)  FOOD: Beyond a pizza BBQ turkey legs for a change.  They're huge, authentic, and very messy.  Good for the outdoor party. Did I mention napkins? Label the special items for extra fun!  Dragon Potion:  a mixture of 2 parts orange juice to 1 part cranberry cocktail.  Add a few decorative slices of lime or oranges, and serve. Dragon Claws: set out a bowl of cashews Dragon Scales: big bowl of triangular chips! Can you find a tri-colored batch?  Dragon Breath: HOT salsa (or mild, of course)  Dragon Teeth: a bowl of almonds Dragon Truffles: a big bowl of air-popped popcorn The biggest loaf of bread you can find.  Set it on a wood cutting board (pre-slice it if you don't want a knife hanging around within reach), and add a big pile of butter.  It won't last through dinner. Corn on the cob only for the truly bold and daring.  Goes with the eat-without-a-fork menu.  Knights never had time to find a spoon! A Princess Platter: dainty little tidbits for a perfect princess:  celery sticks, baby carrots, olives, small cucumber spears, thin slices of bell peppers Castle cake with a drawbridge and jewels (see image at www.bhg.com). It's made from the pans you already have at home.  Make two cakes in a 9x9x2 pans, and another two in the standard round 6 or 8 (trim later) size for cakes.  Stack the two cake rounds (strawberry jam in the middle) atop the square and cover with tons of frosting. (Tip:  frost it with butter cream icing and make any stiff decorations out of royal icing see recipes below.)  Buy a package of rainbow candy-corn, rainbow gumdrops, a stack of ice cream cones, and two white chocolate bars. Break one candy bar into the small pre-scored rectangular pieces and stick around the castle as windows, leaving the other candy bar on two equal pieces as the front drawbridge entrance and drawbridge itself (lowered, of course).  Put the whole cake on a foil-lined cardboard (leftover from castle construction, no doubt), so it looks like it's floating on water!  Line the castle edges with gumdrops and candy corn, and add inverted cones as castle turrets (royal ice on windows and other fancy decorations) and nearby trees (covered with green icing for leaves). Insert toothpicks into cone tops for flags and attach little bits of colored paper. Fun! Butter cream icing:  beat 2 sticks of butter or margarine at high speed, then add 1 tsp vanilla and slowly add 4 c (sift it first for less white lumps) confectioner's sugar.  Add 2 tbl. milk and coloring of your choice.  Rewhip before using (keeps 2 weeks). For chocolate butter cream, add - cup cocoa powder and 2 more tbl. milk. No need for food dye! oRoyal Icing: (this is the one that hardens within the hour). 4 cups sifted confectioner's sugar and - cup egg whites and add coloring if needed. I am paranoid about salmonella, so I use the pasteurized egg white product in the carton. They also make it powdered, sometimes under the name meringue powder.  Beat 3-8 minutes (until it forms peaks).    GAMES: More than Pin-the-Tail-on-the-Dragon The CASTLE:  get as many cardboard boxes as you possibly can.  Then get more.  When it looks like you're ready to move, you've got almost enough.  We cleared out our living room (as it rained on the party day) and shoved the couch against a wall. We lined the front walk with balloon-stick-colored-paper-flags, so the kids had a row of flags to walk through before hitting the front gate to the drawbridge.  Kids checked in our very small foyer (no swords in the house) and were immediately presented with the CASTLE a maze network of thick cardboard (with the tops of the boxes cut out castle-style). We lined the room with the cardboard, taped it together to form a very long chain, then wound it round and round, inside and out to make a superb maze they could go round and round for hours in. And they did!  The castle had special rooms, larger spaces which were decorated with paper chains and trap doors for the dungeon, large windows and rope ladders for turrets, and a drawbridge leading to the backyard that opened and closed along with a gate that slid up and down.  You can print out tapestries from the internet and hang them along the inside of the castle at intervals. You can also hang torches at intervals:  flashlights in a paper tube with a tuft of tissue paper at the top.  Hot glue a larger tube to the castle wall as a holder. (The recycling truck guy had to actually stop at our house and get out to grab all the cardboard we had used!) Knights riding on stick horses all around the yard (stuff an old sock with batting and tie onto the end of a 40 long dowel.  Add eyes with markers or sew-on buttons, and add a mane of yarn and felt ears for homemade horses.  You can always hot-glue photo-copied horse heads onto the ends as well. Riding a stick horse with a lance in one hand and have to hit a suspended beach ball without getting thumped by the attached flour-in-the-nylon trick.  Have an adult on a horse leading this event.  (More detail: for older kids, suspend a 3 foot length of dowel from a nearby tree above head level.  On one end, tie a ball (if you use a beach ball, you'll need more weight on the dowel for balance, and to the other, an old knee-high nylon filled with white flour).  The idea is to hit the ball and get away fast enough before the flour whacks you on the back and leave a footprint.  Good luck!) Juggling contest (you must know SOMEONE who can juggle!) Use bean bags, oranges, small children (just kidding!) Archery shooting soft-tipped arrows (thin, pencil-sized but 2-foot-long dowels tipped with pencil erasers, and there's no need for feathers!  They shoot great!!) from a bow (led by an adult).  We made only three arrows so not just anyone could go shooting things about, and had them in a quiver when not used.  Target  through a hula hoop. Make the adult look like Robin Hood with a pointed hat and red feather and a quiver made from a wrapping paper tube and leather belt (shoulder strap).  Bow from a stick with stretch-string or thin rope-elastic attached. You can even chain rubber bands together if you have to for littler kids.  The dowel-arrows work best if they are notched at the ends so they fit snug on the bowstring. The Quest is a treasure hunt in disguise!  Treasure hunt if your kids can't read yet, just have pictures of what they are to find for clues, such as a pan or a broom, or whatever.  You can also have color treasure hunts. Have ten different colors of paper scraps hidden around.  Hand them the red one and now they look for something red. When they find the red pillow, for example, they see there's a green card now, so they are off to the plant for another clue You can have a scramble hunt where you take the thing they are supposed to find and mix up the letters. Ten clues are a good number before you start to lose their interest. Charade treasure hunts ask the one who finds it to act out whatever word is on the clue that the kids have to go hunt down. If you want them to search the mailbox, you have to pretend you're a mailbox somehow and get them to figure you out. Secret codes can be done one of many ways: You provide the decoder for the clues and they hash it all out.  Of course, you have to write out the gibberish in the first place. I like this one better, myself. Write out the clues on the computer. Use an editing tool to mirror image all the clues. Cut out and distribute. Place all the words in the sentence (that tells them where to look) all in one long line of letters. Use a space every 5 letters or so. Make every word in the sentence start with a m and end with a, or something silly like that. Write out your clue backwards. For those truly into deciphering cryptic languages, don't provide a key but give them time to figure it out. Replace the letter a with a, and so forth. Not many people are great at this, but some are absolute genius. I built a trebuchet (after searching for plans on the web), but I have a woodworking workshop.  If you do have the time, you might want to try making a trebuchet (not a catapult - the kids won't knock their teeth out trying to load the thing). We shot wadded up balls of aluminum foil and ping pong balls (foil worked better, actually).    

We sent a save the date out to all of the knights and maidens of the land, about two weeks prior to the party.  We put on the subject line: Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  And then in the message we wrote: Once Upon a time, there was a brave and valiant knight named Sir Jacob. On the anniversary of his sixth birthday, he will be inviting your brave knights and fair maidens from near and far to come celebrate. The Festival will take place at 2 o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday, the 12th of February in the year of our Lord 2006 at the castle courtyard located at ----------------------(address). A formal invitation will be delivered in days to come. Please save the date for our Sir Jacob! Then we went printed the invitations on gray cardstock with a knight riding the horse on the bottom of it and then tied it with red ribbon and addressed each child as - Sir Jack or Maiden Maya. The invitation read:   Once Upon a Time, there was a brave and valiant knight named Sir Jacob. On the anniversary of his 6th birthday, he invited other brave knights and fair maidens from near and far to celebrate. The festival will take place at 2 o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday, the 12th of February in the year of our Lord 2006 at the castle courtyard located at ---------------------------(address). Celebrants will feast on medieval cake and ice cream, and partake in games of bravery and chilvary.  The favour of a reply is requested by February 8th The Lady Rachel 000-000-0000  Between the time of the invitations going out and the party. I got busy to work! I began sewing tunics. I used the simplicity pattern 5520. I made the tunics out of scrap fabric that I had at home. Most of them were made from felt or heathered flannel. A few were made of cotton. The charges were made of felt. The best part of using the flannel and felt is, you don't have to finish the neckline or the arm holes. It made it go a little faster. I had to make 16. Then I used the pattern provided for the charges. Before I cut the charges out, I ironed on wonderunder to the bottom of the felt piece. So, once you iron it on, you then cut it out. After you cut it out, peel off the paper backing then you can iron the charge right on the tunic and there it will stay! I also cut 46" pieces cotton cording and then knotted the ends. The boys would use them as the belts. For the girls I made magic wands. I just cut dowel rods in half. Then drilled in holes near the end. Then I cut thin ribbon and tied them at the end of the dowel and let it dangle. I used red and purple since those are the royal colors. then I cut two stars out of card stock and wrote their names on with metallic sharpies. Then I glued the two stars together at the top of the dowels. They dried over night. Also, before the party I cut out crowns out of posterboard. And princess hats out of posterboard. I wrote Sir Jacob...on the boys and Lady Grace...on the girls. I also made pinata treat bags out of brown lunch bags. i drew a empty shield on the front and wrote Sir Jacob and Lady Grace under the shield. Then on a Saturday morning I had my six and three year olds color in the shield.   The morning of the party, I made the cake. I bought two Sara Lee family size pound cakes. Then I let them thaw. I layed on flat and then I cut the other into thirds. The two ends, I turned on their sides and ran a toothpick through them, so they would not fall over. Then I decorated all of it with yellow icing. We covered it with windows, flags made with fruit rollup flags on tall shish-ka-bob sticks. And the towers were sugar cones turned upside and icied with yellow icing. Then we ran thin strips of red and purple fruit rollups Then bridge was stick pretzels laid upon a sea of blue icing. The kids loved it!  I also decorated the house with red and purple streamers. All of our tables were covered with purple table clothes. All of our plates, cups and silverware was either red or purple.  I laid out all of the crowns at everyone spots to decorate when they arrived. i also had a baggie with every childs name on one. Each child had 12 gems inside. I also had Elmers washable paint pens-they were great! I had them glue Arlene's craft glue since it dries so fast.  I also stuffed the red dragon pinata with candy. We stuffed a shoe box full of gold coins and plastic dragons. Covered it with tin foil and labeled it King Jacob's treasure.   We also had the birthday boy dressed in his shirt, the little sister in a princess dress and daddy in a tshirt from Target that said "I'm your knight in shining armor!"   When everyone was ready to come we put a full size knight outside of the front door to welcome the guests.  As soon as the first guest arrived, we let them pick out a tunic and belt if a boy, and a wand if a girl(the girls asked if they could wear their own dress up clothes!). Then the children painted their crowns and hats. I did this first so the paint could dry. Then we all met upstairs for Knight whispers (operator). With a dozen 6 year olds playing we got some funny sentences! Someone would start a secret in their neighbors ear and they had to whisper it around the circle. And the last person in the circle says what they were told. Then had a blast.  After that, we had cake and ice cream. Big hit.  When cake and ice cream was over, we all gathered upstairs in a big room. I had all the kids line up in a straight line. I had all of the dried crowns and hats. I set a big pillow on the floor infront of me. We talked about what it means to be a knight, more funny answers! The key was that they have to be brave and noble. So, I called them up to kneel on the pillow one by one. When they kneeled, I got out a wooden sword. I tapped their shoulder and I told them, "In our of Sir Jacob's birthday I haved knighted you for being Noble and Brave...Sir Jack" and then I would put on their crowns. The same for the princess, except I said that they have turned into princesses for being sweet and nice. After the knighting ceremony. We played pinata with the wooden sword. Everyone had their personalized bags and got their loot as soon as the pinata was opened. Next they had to find the hidden treasure box. After they found it, we had them sit in circle. They sat there and got to pick out 6 coins and two dragons. They had their treat bags to put their stuff in.  For gift opening, the king (birthday boy) sat in on spot on the sofa and then gift giver go to sit next to him. That went really well. The girls were able to bring home the wands, hats, treat bags. The boys got bring home their hats, tunics, belts, and treat bags. It was the best party ever!

I had a knights and princesses party for my twin boys who were turning 6. I made a program for the party, with a schedule so that I would know what activity came next, and what materials were needed. I also had a "script" with lines that I read out, and music ( a CD with medieval trumpet fanfares) that I played at appropriate moments. My husband and I had made swords and shields out of foam core and colored "foamie" sheets. We also made princess hats from foamie sheets, tulle and ribbon. When the kids arrived they got to decorate a sword and shield (boy) or a princess hat (girl) with plastic gems and pre-cut foamie shapes. We played Handel's "Water Music" as the guests arrived to set the mood. I made "armor" out of black garbage bags on which I painted a coat-of-arms design of either a lion or a hawk. The girls had been asked to come in their princess costumes and they wore the princess hats that they had made.  Only the boys had the armor on but both boys and girls participated in all the games and activities. I made curtains out of plastic tablecloth and hung two toy shields on each side of our sliding doors leading to our backyard where we held the party.  My boys were dressed in knight costumes which I had purchased. I had them go inside the house, and after I made an announcement and played a trumpet fanfare on the music CD, they made their "royal" entrance: "Welcome to the Zimmerman Castle. We have come here today to honor Sir Brent and Sir Cole on their 6th birthday. My lord and my ladies, Sir Brent of Zimmerman......" Then we brought out the castle cake which I had created - a two tier chocolate cake with four towers made out of chocolate donuts piled one on top of the other and a chocolate ice cream cone at the top. The window, front entrance and drawbridge were made from graham crackers and I decorated the whole castle with spice drops. After that we had an announcement for the Quest for Knighthood ( preceded by a trumpet fanfare) and the acts of bravery, honor, skill and loyalty that had to be performed. The test of skill was an activity using a foam sword that had a toothpick stuck at the tip. The children formed two lines and ran to the two balloon "trees" (balloons on sticks wrapped to a pole stuck into a bucket of sand) at the other end and they had to pierce a balloon in the test of "skill". The test of honor was a jousting tournament. The jousting lances were foam swimming "noodles" and my husband made the 2 posts (from which the rings hung) out of plastic pipes. I cut the rings out of plastic party plates and attached crepe paper ribbons to them. The kids ran, two at a time, towards the hanging rings and aimed the lances through the rings and pulled them off the posts.  The test of bravery involved retrieving the royal jewels which had been stolen from the castle. A fierce dragon ( my husband in a dragon puppet head mask ) was guarding the jewels ( lite-up flashing stars).The children had to cross a bridge (2 planks on bricks)and climb up a mountain ( steps leading up our patio deck) to reach the dragon's lair where the jewels were kept, next to the fiery dragon who spit out balls of fire ( my husband under the head mask throwing soft rubber balls at them.) They used their shields to ward off the dragon's attack. Finally , we had the last test: loyalty, which was a table game that I had made up called "Return to the Castle". I had 4 toy knight on horses, each sporting  a different color. The children were given  little colored flags representing the color worn by the knight they were rooting for.I spun a color wheel and whichever color  the pointer stopped at, the corresponding knight advanced one step. At the end of the table, I placed a toy castle, and the first knight to make it back to the castle won the game.   After all the loyal knights-to-be had "returned to the castle", we had a toast to the birthday boys. I had hotglued plastic gems onto plastic wineglasses to make "goblets". These "goblets" were filled with red grape juice and all the kids kids raised their goblets in a toas: "Long live Sir Brent! Long live Sir Cole!" Lastly we had a knighting ceremony where  the birthday boys became princes, the boy guests became knights and the girls exchanged their princess hats for tiaras. My husband was the king, decked in a plastic crown and a gold curtain for a robe.As he knighted them, the king mentioned the name of the street or town they lived in, e.g. Princess Lauren of Sagamore (she lives on Sagamore Rd.) Each child took home their sword and shield/princess hat, jewel (flashing star), goblet, tiara (girls) and a "fairy tale" themed craft project as well as ring pops in their take-home goody bags. 
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For my son's 4th birthday party, we opted for "The Sword and the Stone" theme. First, we made invitations on our computer announcing to all knights & damsels to attend festivities for Joey's birthday.  For decorations, my son and I made colorful banners of coats of arms out of butcher paper & markers. We bought streamers in red, yellow, and purple and filled gold, silver, green, purple, and red balloons with helium. My husband and I made a three room castle, complete with drawbridge, out of big appliance boxes and spray paint (The kids loved playing in this). Matching tablecloths, papercups, napkins, plates and plasticware in silver, green, and purple were purchased.  On the paper cups, I hot glued "jewels" bought at local craft store.  When each guest arrived, he received his "sword" (plastic) and made his crown (cut out silver poster board which each guest decorated with "jewels," glitter, markers. My husband and I rented medieval costumes. Guests watched The Sword and the Stone, played "Slay the Dragon" (a dragon pi�ata), Hunt for the King's Ransom (I made a treasure chest out of an old box, hid it in the yard with a stuffed dragon and filled with goodies), and Merlin Says.  The big moment came when all of the kids were asked to join King Arthur's Round Table and were knighted by my husband, who has a replica of Excalibur. For goodie bags for the pi�ata treats, I glued fake jewels on ziplock bags. Turned out really neat. For eats, we made Merlin's Magic Punch and a three story castle cake copied from a wedding cake.  Take home goodie bags contained a story book of knights, magic rocks, stickers of knights, queens, and kings, and party horns. This party was alot of fun. Now, I have to outdo it this year. 

This year for my son's 5th birthday he wanted a Knight party.  We ordered Knight partyware and helmets from BirthdayExpress.com.  We used red tablecloths with red and purple balloons for decoration.  I made a castle out of a large box by painting it light grey and sponging bricks with darker grey. For a craft I bought yards of different color felt (approx. $20 for all of it) and made simple tunics for each of the children (a 1' x 4' piece folded in half with a hole cut for the head and different ziz zags or scallops for the hem line).  I also trimmed the neck and hem line of each tunic with cording ($.33 for 10 yds) and a glue gun.  I cut crests out of sticky-back felt.  The kids each designed their own crest with pieces of felt, gems and pearls.  The parents helped hot glue the gems onto the crest.  When the crest was done it was stuck on the child's tunic.  With the felt scraps I made simple banners to hang around the yard. Each child was given a foam sword and a small pouch to attach to his belt (a piece of thick yarn cording). After everyone was fully outfitted we started our Tournament of Knights.  I made jousts and javelins out PVC pipe and colored them by adding colored electrical tape. We had three games:  Throwing the javelins through hula hoops, riding stick horses and spearing a small ring hanging from a pole and a bean bag toss to save the princess. I painted a castle and dragon on a board with a hole in it.  The bean bags were small crests made out of felt and hot glued together. Each time someone completed a task in the tournament he received a gold coin for his pouch (no prizes for the winners, everyone won). We made Knight Punch (sherbet and Sprite) where each child helped pour the two bottles of Sprite into the punch bowl on top of the sherbet (this was a big hit???). I used paint pens and colored "gems" and gold squiggles on plastic cups for their punch.  We ordered pizza and had cake.  I made a castle cake out of four 8" square cakes. Three piled up and the fourth cut into quarters. Using three of the four quarters I piled them on top.  Frosted the castle with light grey frosting.  I frosted four sugar cones then rolled them in red sugar and put them upside down on each corner. I trimmed the top of the cake with gum drops, and used black frosting to make little windows all around the castle.  I set the cake on a foiled covered board and sprinkled graham cracker crumbs for dirt and blue frosting for a moat. It really came out better than expected. This was a very fun party to plan and was really very inexpensive.  The kids had a great time and the parents were excited because all of the boys ended up with a Halloween costume.
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It was a Knight and Castle party for my son's 6th birthday.  I sent out "invitation proclamations" on rolled up parchment paper, even burned the edges so they looked very authentic. I addressed and typed out the invites individually to each Sir Thomas of Jones or Lady Sally of Adkins in a really old style typesetting.   We made a cardboard castle out of old moving boxes using the wardrobe boxes as the turrets. They had a great time playing in it!  I cut out felt tunics, cut out foam poster board swords, tied string to the back of some large Chinet paper plates and purchased the plastic helmets from www.birthdayexpress.com. For the "Ladies" I coiled star-tinsel wire in a circle and strung long curly ribbon off one side and gave each girl a plastic wand. The girls also received a tunic to wear. The kids first colored crests for the their tunics, colored their swords, and colored paper plates shields.   We then held a jousting tournament.  The kids lined up into two teams, like a relay.  The knight had to ride his stick pony and hold a 5-foot PVC pipe out in front of him, then try to stick the end on the pipe into one of two small rings I had suspended from a rope strung across the yard.  The other team's knight went after the other ring from the opposite direction.  They really enjoyed this game!    A fire-breathing dragon that had come to invade the castle interrupted the tournament. The kids had to slay the horrible dragon and spill it's guts all over the yard (a dinosaur pi�ata I added mouth breathing fire to).  You have to say "guts" to 5 and 6 year old boys, they like that kind of thing.   Then, because they had proven themselves worthy by tournament and heroic deeds, they got to go on a fun "Quest for the Goblet of Power" - a treasure hunt with clues to find and do things all over the place (front, back, and in the neighbors yard).   I split the kids up into four teams and assigned an adult or teenager to lead each team. Ahead of time I came up with 6 clue poems, which would lead them to various stations where they would have to do something to claim the treasure at that particular spot.  For example, I had made out of cardboard, a large drawbridge door that I laid out in front of my front door.  I made paper chains that went from the top of my front door down to the drawbridge.  Along the walk way I had laid out some very cool mysterious looking rocks. They kids had to throw their shield like a Frisbee through a hula-hoop in order to break the spell and pick up the magic rocks. The last station was to find the Goblets of Power.  The goblets were just plastic wine glasses I painted gold and glued jewels on with fabric paint and then filled with gold chocolate coins.  I hid them in a special, unique part of the yard and as each team arrived at the last station they had to find them in the bushes. I made sure to use a non-toxic paint when I painted the glasses gold, so that the kids could drink out of them with the cake.    I ordered the paper castle napkins from www.birthdayexpress.com, and used plain red plates, which I embellished with a design using a gold pen. I made a castle cake using a regular 8 round two layer cake and surrounded it with cupcake ice cream cone turrets in an oval pattern on an oval tray. Then using sugar cones and different colored frosting, I drew on a drawbridge and made the top look like it had a pointed roof.  Bake the cupcakes in the ice cream cones just like the recipe for regular cupcakes!  They make great turrets! And the cake is SO easy to serve.    It was a GREAT party! The kids went away with their outfits, goblets, and lots of dragon guts (candy) as the party favors. It was a lot of work in preparation, but the cost for all of it was under $100! Not too bad. 

*Coat of Arms Cookies: Prepare sugar cookies and cut them into the shape of shields, about 6 inches tall and 3 to 4 inches wide. Divide frosting into several bowls (use different hues of food coloring) and have the kids decorate each shield. Provide an assortment of toppings for the kids to choose from. Give each kid two cookies and let them decorate the shields to make their own coat of arms.

*Dragons in a Blanket - Slice hot dogs lengthwise, cut cheese into strips, unroll croissants and stuff them with hot dogs and cheese and then roll the croissants back up and bake until golden brown. 
*Sword Skewers - Cut several different kinds of luncheon meats and cheeses into cubes, and arrange them on wooden skewers. When it's time to eat, place lettuce around the edge of a plate or small tray and put a head of cauliflower with the stem removed in the center of the plate. Then stick the skewers into the cauliflower, arrange all kinds of dips around and serve. (Remember to cut off the tips of the skewers.)
*Bread Bowler - Take round individual loaves of French bread, slice off the tops, scoop out the insides and set aside the bread for dipping. Fill the loaves with stew, macaroni and cheese or your favorite casserole dish and cover the bread with foil. Then, bake the loaves and remove to set on individual plates. The kids get to open the foil and discover the surprise inside (share the extra bread for dipping). Dig in!! 
*Medieval chicken and turkey legs
*Jewel Salad (a salad with dried cranberries, golden raisins, cherries etc.) 
*All kinds of breads and a platter of meats 
*Fruits out of wine glasses (or in a watermelon basket where you can cut the watermelon with heart, star, diamond etc. shaped cookie cutters)
Tip: Allow children to eat on round picnic tables to resemble the Knights of the Round Table.
Knight Kid Birthday Party Drinks: 
*Knight's Grog: A knight needs a cool and refreshing drink after a hard day of dragon slaying!! Blend 2 liters of ginger ale with 1 liter of apple juice and serve grog in mugs. You can also make grog-cubes by filling several ice trays with the knight's grog beforehand, and freezing them until cubes are completely frozen. 
*Sparkling apple cider (you can pour it into disposable plastic wine glasses and let the kids decorate the glasses with jewels, sequins, glitter etc. beforehand)
Knight Kid Birthday Party Treats: 
*Sir Knight Marsh of Mallow (marshmallows!!)
*Royal strawberries (chocolate-dipped strawberries)
*Red rubies (strawberries, cranberries and cherries)
*Golden candies (butterscotch)
*Gold and silver Hershey nuggets
*Cotton candy
*Golden popcorn (caramel popcorn)
Trinkets you can include in the favor packs can include knight stickers, a plastic sword, dragon items, castle items, medieval tattoos (for the girls you can add bracelets, jewels, ring-pops, magical wands, body glitter, etc.). 
You can also include homemade certificates for each of your guests, proclaiming them 'Shiniest Armor', 'Best-Mannered Princess', 'Jester in Training', 'Knight Most Likely to Stare Down a Dragon', etc.
The invitations were printed on red paper with the edges burnt. It read as follows: "Hear Ye! Hear Ye! His Majesty wants to honor the bravest knight: Sir Joey of the house of G---ki, your presence is required at the celebration of the 9th year of his birth, at our castle Saturday April 30th 9:00am-1:00pm RSVP to King David or Queen Maureen @ (our phone number). It'll be nothing short of a royal celebration!!" 
A paper castle and its towers and silver swords with a touch of red black and silver elsewhere garnished the invitations. 
The birthday guests arrived to a red carpet (plastic red table cloth) that lead into the castle; it was here that the king declared that each knight must design his shield so as to identify himself. The knights drew with great care making awesome shields and then each shield was taped to the suit of armor (a black garbage bag that had head and arm holes) and then the knight was dressed - ready for battle.
The king, with the help of princess Chiante, then dubbed each knight giving him a sword made of the finest cardboard and engraved with the shiniest aluminum foil. The knights were now ready for battle.
The battle begins... it had come to the attention of the king that dragons were seen throughout the castle grounds and they were laying eggs (plastic Easter eggs), each knight was to find the dragon eggs and bring them to the king at once (there were purple and green eggs filled with treats, as well as golden eggs...the golden ones were for the princesses...). Only the bravest of all knights would be able to find them.

The knights searched the kingdom of theme parties until all the eggs were found and then suddenly the queen announced that a coin from king's royal treasury of golden (chocolate) coins and beautiful jewels had been stolen!!! The knights were sent at once to find the missing coin. They hunted and hunted; many clues later, finally one knight discovered the missing coin. The king rewarded him greatly with the whole treasury. He was pleased and asked that the queen guard over it so as to protect it from being stolen by one of his fellow knights ;) once the coin was found the knights stayed outside in the cold and went to battle- swording one another- great fun was had!!! 
Once back inside the honored knight received his gifts. Then on to the royal feast - a round table set with food galore. This included dragon eyes (jelly beans) and a special cake (a dairy queen ice cream cake with a knight on it- dressed in his armor and set off with a rich red trim).
For my son's fifth birthday party: My son wanted a "Knight" Birthday Party. I wanted this party to be very special so I decided to make costumes for each of the children.  Some of the children, including Bailey's brother were very young (1 1/2) and some were up to 7 years old. We had twelve children invited.  Bailey, was the Dragon Slayer. I bought his costume through the Birthday Party Express Website, complete with visor, sword shield and cape.    For the 7 year old knight, I made a tunic out of red felt with a yellow fleur de lis and red belt with attached scabbard.  Attached to the tunic was a "chain mail" hood that was detachable, which was made of a silver sequined fabric that did not need to be hemmed.   For the 4 year old knight, I used the cape that I ordered from BPE as a pattern.  It had a red felt collar and a silver sequined cape with a "chain mail" hood that was attached.    For 6 year old royal wizard, I made a long cape and hat out of blue suit lining and silver lame' appliques of stars and moons.  My husband helped out by making a "wizard's staff" out of a twisted tree branch and a carved "crystal" styrofoam ball (like Gandalf's on the LOTR).  For the Royal Explorer I made a green tunic with a red fleur de lis applique'.  There was a brown belt wrapped around the tunic which held a compass, a telescope and a small plastic knife.  The explorer's hat was a big brown spanish style (think Christopher Columbus) with a large red plume. There were 3 girls ages 4, 6, and 7:  Each girl received a silk pointed princess hat with a flowing train made out of sparkly organza. The hats were easy to make using fusible webbing and just straight seams on the sewing machine. Each girl also received a "royal scepter" made out of a wooden dowel and a beaded wire star shape on the top with ribbons trailing down to match their hats.  Each girl's hat was a different color. Pink, Lavender and Yellow. Because of the cost of making dresses would have been very high, I asked the parents of the girls to let their children wear "princess dresses" to the party on the invitation in parenthesis at the bottom.  There were 4 boys all under 2 years of age:  Each was a "royal jester" Red and Gold Jester hats, with bells on the ends were given to the boys as well as a small "rattle" a dowel with a styrofoam ball attached to the top which was wrapped in red cotton fabric with little tiny bells attached and had small little gold ribbons that trailed down from the handle.  They were adorable! Invitations were printed from the computer onto yellow parchment paper, I edged each page by hand with a gold marker pen to make them look "Royal" Each child's invitation was folded twice. The back was 1/2 of the page and the top was folded 1/4 and the bottom was folded 1/4.  The invitations were addressed on the back as "Lady Brianna of Nielsen" "Royal Princess".  They read:Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Noble Knights and Ladies Fair are invited for feasting and festivities to honor Sir Bailey of Mennis' Fiftth Birthday (with the date and time following) at Sir Bailey's Castle.  Ladies, wear your gowns. Knights, wear your swords...and prepare to do battle with an evil dragon.  Each invitation was wrapped in a green iredescent ribbon and sealed with wax.  We hand delivered the invitations.  The kids were so excited! For table decorations, we had a silver tablecloth with little jewels attached. Bailey's Fischer Price Magic Castle was the centerpiece on the main table, with a stuffed wizard on the other table. We had purchased 20 acrylic goblets at a paper store and hot glued little jewels to the sides for each child's drink.  Instead of buying "knight" place settings, we just used gold paper plates and napkins to keep the cost down.  This was an outdoor party on approximately 2 acres so we had a lot of area to decorate.  I picked up 5 boxes from an appliance warehouse near my employer, which my husband and I designed into a castle complete with a working drawbridge, two turrets and a dungeon in the back. We just left the castle the brown color of the cardboard, but I did cave in and paint the drawbridge red.  Below the windows that were cut into the castle, I hung banners that I had made from felt with gold fleur de lis and Bailey's name embroidered in the center in purple thread. I also made banners for the front of the house.  Inside the castle, from an overhanging tree branch, we hung the dragon pinata. We have a fence in front of our yard, which we stuck alternating red yellow and purple flags in the tops of the posts, which looked very festive also.  When the children arrived at the party, Each child was dressed up in their costume and a digital camera was used to take their picture. Then each child was seated at the table and served their royal meal. The royal meal consisted of corndogs "meant to look like turkey legs" A bowl of jello jigglers jewels, I used an easter egg shaped mold for strawberry, blueberry, orange and assorted colors of jello and just placed them in a crystal bowl. We also had good ole french fries ...just because the kids like them!  For the punch, I used a green sherbet recipe, which we called "Dragon's Bane Potion".  For the cake, I bought a castle cake pan online and just made a chocolate cake decorated with tons of colored icing, using a pampered chef cake decorator, It took a long time to frost with all the different colors, so I would probably recommend purchasing a cake, if you don't want to spend two to three hours frosting and mixing up frosting! When everyone was done eating their meal, we started playing games.  The first game included every child and we called it "Slaying the Dragon".  My husband..."the dragon" took the girls away to the dungeon and accidentally left behind a secret map which detailed where the "dragon's eggs" were located.  For the Dragon Eggs, I found a recipe online made out of 2 1/2 cups flour, 2 1/2 dirt, 1 cup sand, 1 1/2 cups salt and water.  You mix all the dry ingredients together and then add water until the mixture sticks together. I placed plastic eggs inside each one with little jewels and gold inside of them and a plastic dinosaur figure. The eggs take about 4 days to dry, so you have to think ahead and start a week before hand.  The kids then have to keep the eggs as a bribe to get back the princesses out of the castle.  The explorer gets the map.  The knights get to rush the castle gates once the eggs are found.  The princesses get to play a little game in the dungeon while waiting for their rescue.  The dragon comes out of the castle and the kids give him the eggs, which are placed inside the castle.  But the dragon won't give up the princesses! So...the wizard thinks up a spell and defeats the dragon.  Then the princesses are freed and the kids each get to crack open one dragon egg and keep the treasures inside.   Then we had the kids slay the dragon pinata and keep the candy and toys inside.  After this we let the kids play for about a half hour and then asked everyone to come to the tables to open gifts. Each child got to present the birthday knight with the gift. After all the gifts were opened, we had the birthday boy thank each child by dubbing them royal friends of the kingdom.  Instead of giving out toys and candy for favors, I made each child a cookie bouquet. It consisted of a styrofoam base wrapped in cellophane wrap and star, moon, dragon and castle shaped painted sugar cookies on popsicle sticks and wrapped in decorative wrap. Attached to each cookie bouquet is a royal thank you note, written by the dragon slayer himself. The party lasted about two hours and was a whirlwind, but my son will never forget it! Each kid took home their costume, little dragon toy and candy from the pinata and a cookie bouquet.  We sent out seperate thank yous about a week later with a copy of the digital picture of each child inside so that the parents could put it on the refrigerator.  I spent about $125 dollars on all the fabric, food and decorations. I spent a large amount of time designing and making the costumes and the castle. Time was the biggest obstacle! It was worth it to see the happy look on Bailey's face. 
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For my son's 6th birthday party we had a Knight in Shining Armor Party.  We sent out invitations on parchment paper with a computer generated castle, knights and ladies clipart.  The invitation in a storybook font was: Once upon a time there was a valiant knight named Sir Nathan of Cherry and on the anniversary of his sixth birthday he invited brave knights and fair maidens from near and far to his castle to feast on ice cream and cake and to take part in games of bravery and chivalry. Each invitation was addressed to Sir Tyler or (Last Name) or The Lady Patricia of (Last name). The invitations were a big hit and even inspired parents to make birthday cards in the same theme.  We cut out shields from cardboard boxes and painted them red, gold, purple, green (whatever we had actually)- my son helped with this- and I stapled pieces of 2" elastic to the back for their hands to fit in. I copied and enlarged real charges from a medieval site, everything form horses to lions, onto colorful paper. these were for the boys- I let them pick out a shield and a charge and they glued those on and could add fake gems sparkles, etc.  They really enjoyed this. They also each got a sword from the dollar tree.  For the girls I made big cone hats from half of a piece of poster board. I stapled them and covered the staples with thick tape. I put purple, pink and white inexpensive netting out the top, just one piece of each color and stapled it and put on chin straps of thin elastic.  Each girl got to decorate hers with gems, plastic butterflies and dragonflies, glitter (glitter is always a hit!). They all wore them, even a couple of 11-13 year old girls.  We had a castle cake (family fun magazine) and ice cream. I decorated the tables with purple plastic tablecloths and we had gold and silver napkins and plates. My sons collections of various toy dragons were the table decorations. We bought multicolored streamers and put them on the ceiling corner to corners meeting in the middle- very festive- the kids loved it. We had a search for the holy grail (a very tacky orange glittery margarita glass with fake gems stuck on it).  Since my son's parties are attended by a range of ages, we divided into three or four teams with each one having one of the older kids to help find and read the clues. I hid several items around the house and yard with a clue attached to it. Each clue was a sentence to a poem made up to find the holy grail, hidden in my son's FP castle behind a big white chair (a throne of pure white). When we found the grail we could eat.  I made goody bags from brown paper lunch bags, each one had a glued on small charge (same web site as the shields with some butterflies, bees and unicorns added for girls) colored by me and my son and two holes punched in them and tied with raffia.  They turned out great and cost nothing. Look around your house, in the pantry, your craft box, material, etc. for ideas.  You don't have to spend a lot of money to have a great party.  In each one a had a computer generated Knight's code rolled up scroll-like and tied with a piece of ribbon, gold chocolate coins, plastic diamond and gem rings, etc. We had a great time. I also tried an idea I had read on this site about playing a game like musical chairs for opening presents.  It worked okay but the ones who had already given their presents kind of lost interest and I think it wasn't as exciting as the all out wildness of opening with everyone crowded around the birthday boy. It would probably have been great with a smaller crowd, we had 18 kids. We let the person bring their present up and sit next to the birthday boy while he was opening the present and we heard some hilarious remarks kids make about the present they brought. That alone was worth it.  Hope this gives someone the inspiration to try some ideas.  Always let your child help with the preparation and the ideas. They get some great ones and it's a lot more fun. 

